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The ostrich was believed to hide its head in the sand
on the approach of danger; and when it had thus
insured the disappearance of the hunter from its own
field of vision, to infer illogically that the said hunter
had ceased to exist. Ostriches of this kind are
numerous, not in Africa only, but even in Europe;
minds that, when their own horizon, often a very
Hunted one, does not include a given object, are prone
to conclude that there is no such object at all. Add
the paternity of wish to thought, add a fair amount
of prejudice, add misinformation, and we shall cease
to wonder at certain statements and opinions current
enough about numerous topics, where facts would, we
might naturally have thought, have warranted con-
clusions precisely opposite. Islam, in its present and.
in its future, may stand for an example.

Take misrepresentation only. Thus, we have heard,
not once, but repeatedly, and on seemingly good au-
thority, that the fast of Eamadan can now scarce lay
a claim to even a decent pretext'of observance; that the
veil is already dropping from the faces of Mahometan
women, the harem opening its jealous gates; that the
mosque is habitually deserted for the theatre, the
cme<lresell7 for the 'cafe chantant;' in a word, that
European customs, dresses, inventions, organisations,
literature, and so forth, will have soon rendered the
Asia of the Muslims a thing of the past.

Let us endeavour to determine first how far all this is
true; and next, if more or less true, what it portends.

And here, at the very outset, we may be met by a
plausible objection, the objection of those who say,
* What need of further research in so beaten a field? and
how should Europe, how should England in particular,
not know the East, whether Mahometan or Christian,
land, and people, and all ? Is not all that lies from the